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CAT4 is the newestversionof the CanadianAchievemenilests(CAT)as
of the Fall2008.

Modelled to fit Canadiancurricula,the CAT is a testing system that
assessedhe essential learning outcomes of the following basic skill
areas reading,language,spelling,and mathematics
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CATresultsprovideour parentcommunity with anindependentmeasureof achievement

that comparesMJDSstudentsto the national standardin reading, language,spelling,

and mathematics

Careful examination of CAT results, particularly over time, helps parents and teachers to

1.  Gain a better understanding of the areas in which a child excels and/or needs mor
work.

2.  Acquire a basis for setting reasonable academic goals.

Over and above the formal CAT testing, ongoing assessment takes place daily. The
MJDS document on Assessment is readily available to parents. Please visit the Main
Office and pick up a copy at your convenience.
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Dr. Maria Montessori did not believe in academictesting for children However, she
believed that children should learn to be a part of their national and local culture.
Standardizedtesting is now a central componentof our provincialeducationalculture and,
therefore, the MontessoriJewishDay Schoolincorporates standardizedtesting into the
educationalexperienceof the Elementaryand Middle Schoolchildren

The benefits of this experience are

1. Parentscan be reassured that their children are learning what is expected of them as
comparedto their peers.

2. Teachersan assess where students are performing, excellamgl/orwhere students
need additionalsupport.

3. Childrenlearn how to take tests and feel comfortable with this process.
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SUMMARY CHART

National Percentile (NP)

National Stanine (NS)

Grade Equivalent (GE)

What it is

Places students on a scal
of 1 to99 compared with
the national sample.

Places scores into nine divisia

(1 to 9) called stanines. The

higher the stanine, the better
the performance.

Compares a student's
performance with that of
students in otheigrades.

Why it is useful

Shows precisely how a
student is performing in
comparison with others at
the same graddeveland

age.

Provides quick and simple
information.

Shows a student's progre
from year toyear.
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National Percentile (NP)

The National Percentileranking (NP) placesstudentson a scaleof 1to 99, where99is
high. Percentilesof 23z 77arethe norm. A NP scoreof 99 meansthe student performs
better than 99 per cent of the national sampleof the populationat that gradelevel

Example:

Helena,at the beginningof gradefour, hasa national percentileof 45in Spelling This
means that Helena performed better than approximately 45 per cent of young
Canadiansat her grade level. It doesnot meanthat she got 45 per cent of the items
correct A national percentileof 50 meansthat oneisaveragefor one'sgradelevel

Note: the following slide is an original scan of the Grade 2 CAlltest results.
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National Stanine (NS)

TheNational Stanine(NS)placesscoresinto nine divisions(1to 9)
called stanines The higher the stanine the better the
performance In National testing many more students fall in
stanines4, 5 and 6 than in either 7, 8 and 9 (high) or 1, 2 and 3
(low). A student attaining stanines 8 and 9 consistently is
consideredby many schoolsystemsfor placementin an enriched,
acceleratedor gifted program.

Stanine Scores
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Children will do better when they attend an accredited Montessori school for early
childhood, elementary, and Middle School.

Quantitative research shows that Montessori education is a far superior method of
education for all children.

STATISTICS ONLY MEASURE SKILLS

On an academiclevel, MIDSprovides students with skills that allow them to become
independentlyfunctioning adultsandlifelong learners

Werecognizeand appreciateeachA E E uniju@r@ssskillsandinterests

As students master one level of academicskills, they are able to go further and apply
themselveso increasinglychallengingmaterialsacrossvariousacademicdisciplines
Childrenlearnhow to integrate new concepts,analyzedata, andthink critically.
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A Children who receive a Montessori education tend to develop an innate desire to
engage in an activity for enjoyment and satisfaction.

A While Montessori students are typically confident about their own knowledge and skil
they maintain a strong sense of community in their surrounding environments.

A Montessori graduates are open to new ideas, receptive to entrepreneurial opportuniti
and calculated risk takers.




